USPS DMM Revision: New Mailing Standards for Mailpieces Containing Liquids
 
March 28, 2019 —
[bookmark: ep1486210]Effective March 28, 2019, the Postal Service™ is revising Mailing Standards of the United States Postal Service, Domestic Mail Manual (DMM®), section 601.3.4, to clarify mailing standards for packaging and marking mailpieces containing nonhazardous liquids.
[bookmark: ep1486211]On July 9, 2018, the Postal Service published a Federal Register proposed rule (83 FR 31712-31713), titled “New Mailing Standards for Mailpieces Containing Liquids.” In this proposed rule, the Postal Service announced its intent to revise DMM 601.3.4 relating to mailpieces containing nonhazardous liquids, and to similarly revise Publication 52, Hazardous, Restricted, and Perishable Mail, to align with the wording and requirements in DMM 601.3.4.
[bookmark: ep1486212]Following feedback received on its proposed rule, on March 18, 2019, the Postal Service published a final rule (84 FR 9716-9719), also titled “New Mailing Standards for Mailpieces Containing Liquids.” In the final rule or planned revision, the Postal Service moved forward with the proposed clarification wording and incorporated additional changes that mailers suggested during the comment period for the proposed revision. Specifically, the Postal Service will remove ambiguity in the meaning of “breakable container” as defined in the rule, in addition to clarifying packaging requirements for those containers.
[bookmark: ep1486213]The Postal Service expects these revisions to improve compliance by reducing confusion about the definition and rule—consequently limiting the frequency of noncompliant mailers.
[bookmark: ep1486214]Also, for convenience and simplicity, in addition to including wording and rules in Publication 52 similar to those in revised section 601.3.4, the Postal Service will consolidate requirements for packaging liquids from Publication 52 into revised section 601.3.4, adding a reference to Publication 52, section 226, regarding requiring package orientation markings for mailing liquids and other spillable materials.
[bookmark: ep1486215]In its July 9, 2018, proposed rule, the Postal Service stated that mailpieces containing liquids are often not marked on the outer mailing container as required in DMM 601.3.4. In these cases, the Postal Service often finds that leaking mailpieces contain plastic primary receptacles. Mailers frequently related that they do not consider plastic primary receptacles to be breakable, and, therefore, do not cushion primary receptacles with absorbent material and include secondary containers as specified in DMM 601.3.4.
[bookmark: ep1486216]The proposed rule consisted of two components:
[bookmark: ep1486217]1. Clarification of existing language that specified packaging and markings for mailpieces containing liquids.
[bookmark: ep1486218]2. A proposal to extend the requirement to triple-package breakable primary containers with volumes of 4 ounces or less.
[bookmark: ep1486219]Current mailing standards require triple packaging only for breakable primary containers over 4 ounces.
[bookmark: ep1486220]The Postal Service received 20 responses to the July 9, 2018, published proposed rule, with some responders providing multiple comments. Some commenters supported the proposed revision, and some opposed it. Commenters included trade groups representing shippers of hazardous materials, individual mailers, mailer organizations, pharmaceutical mailers, technical and professional service providers, and Postal Service employees.
[bookmark: ep1486221]As a result of concerns that commenters voiced to the proposed rule, the Postal Service will not move forward at this time with its proposal to require triple-packaging of breakable primary containers with a volume of 4 ounces or less. The Postal Service will continue to monitor the frequency and impact of spills originating from these smaller containers, and determine at a future date revised mailing standards relating to smaller containers of liquids.
[bookmark: ep1486222]Although the Postal Service will not publish these revisions in the DMM until June 23, 2019, the standards are effective immediately.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
